Relocation Check-List
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states in the DMV metro area. Most information listed can also be :1pplied to those moving to D.C. or le1‘_\'lzlﬂd.
8 Weeks Before Move Date

* Determine your budget for the move.

e Renters should review their current leases to ensure that all conditions of the lease
are met, and proper notice has been given.

e Research potential new apartments and schedule an in-person visit if possible.

e If you are looking to purchase a home, you may want to line up temporary housing
while you search.

e Start to research banks, doctors, veterinarians, and schools near your new home.

e Research moving companies and schedule in-home estimates with a few different
moving companies.

¢ Plan how to move fragile or unusual items, such as guns, pianos, fine art, pool

tables, safes, cars, boats, etc.

7 Weeks Before Move Date

* Get estimates in writing from at least three moving companies and select one.

* Make travel arrangements. Book any needed flights and hotels. If you will be
driving plan your route and any stops needed along the way.

* Make a list of business you will need to update your address with. This may include
your banks, lenders, insurance company and credit cards as well as any
subscriptions you have like magazines, pet food, and meal boxes, as well as your

saved address for shipping from online stores like Amazon.

Research your new community for points of interest.

6 Weeks Before Move Date

e Identify unwanted items to donate, sell, or otherwise dispose of.

e Ifyou have children, find your child’s Virginia School District and arrange to

transfer school records and submit your child’s vaccine records to the new
school.
¢ Begin packing items that are not frequently used like and any out of season items

you will not need before you leave.

George Mason compiles these resources and programs for use as referral only. Mason does not recommend or endorse any company or
organization listed. By providing this information, the University assumes no financial or other responsibility for any relationship established by

and between any company or organization listed on the this website and any other individual.


https://updater.com/moving-tips/how-to-pack-fragile-items-when-you-move
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/directories/schools/school_info_by_regions.shtml

5 Weeks Before Move Date

¢ Get the word out to friends and family members that you're moving. Send
them your new address or send a moving announcement through email.

e Update your community organization, gym or club memberships. Many
monthly memberships need at least 30 days notice to cancel.

e Purchase moving supplies including boxes, packing material, tape, labels, and
box cutters. Order specialty items like dish boxes, wardrobe boxes, and
macttress bags if your mover is not supplying them.

e Get a box-labeling system in place. Numbered boxes, color-coding by room,
and a master list with inventory are key elements.

e Make a room-by-room packing schedule and start packing!

4 Weeks Before Move Date

o Complete the online USPS Change-of-Address form  to automatically

forward your mail for 12 months

e Consult your list of businesses and services and make address changes on all
relevant accounts.

e Put in for vacation time at your job for the days surrounding your move and
schedule a babysitter or pet-sitter if necessary.

e Confirm major details, especially insurance coverage, with your mover.

e Confirm parking options for your moving truck.

e If you will be driving arrange for your car to be services. Call your local
dealership or auto repair shop to reserve a time to check tires, fluids and
brakes.

e Schedule car shipping service if you will be shipping your car.

e Need temporary housing while you look for a home in your new city? Try

100king for short-term rentals on Realtor.com, Airbnb or VRBO.

3 Weeks Before Move Date

o Gather valuable paperwork, jewelry, and small family heirlooms. Keep these
special items separate from your moving boxes and make a plan for
transporting them by hand or via a trackable shipping service with insurance.

e Take photos of any high-ticket items. Note any existing scratches, dings, or

damage to your furniture.

George Mason compiles these resources and programs for use as referral only. Mason does not recommend or endorse any company or
organization listed. By providing this information, the University assumes no financial or other responsibility for any relationship established by

and bGE\VGGH any company or Ol'gﬂﬂiZRtiOﬂ ]isted on tiie Ei’liS website S.Tld ﬂﬂy other individuai


https://moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer
https://moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer
https://www.realtor.com/
https://www.airbnb.com/
https://www.vrbo.com/

2 Weeks Before Move Date

e Continue to pack

o Fill prescriptions and make sure that everyone has packed medications they
need in their suitcase.

e Transfer your prescriptions to a new pharmacy, if necessary.

o Withdraw cash to tip the movers and make sure you have enough money on

hand for any unexpected expenses.

1 Week Before Move Date

o Confirm details with your moving company, including the moving-day arrival
time, cell phonc numbers, and last-minute details.

e Hire a cleaning company to do a quick clean after the movers leave or plan
extra time so you can clean yourself

e N otify your current utility providers of your end of service date and pay your
final bill. Contact your local utility providers to set up a new account to make

sure you have service when you arrive at your destination.

After the Move

e Plan your visit to the Virginia DMV. You will need to title and register your
car and apply for VA driver's license.

e Virginia is a personal property tax state with an annual tax based on the value
of the vehicle. You will need to register with the county. Note: this is in
addition to the registration paid at the DMV.

e You may also want to look into getting an EZ Pass if needed.

e Register to vote in Virginia. This can be done at the DMV when you get your

license or online at the official Virginia voter website.
e Be rcady to file a state income tax return at the end of the year. For more
information about paying taxes and filing returns in Virginia, please visit the

official state tax website.

o If you’re moving out-of-state or across county lines, look into registering your
pet during the first few weeks post-move. While requirements vary, many
areas require owners to register their pets and purchase a license within a

month of moving

e Find your new favorite hangout spot or restaurant! Yelp and Foursquare are
great places to start.

e Get settled and enjoy exploring all the area has to offer!
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https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/moving/newva.html
https://www.ezpassva.com/
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/
https://www.tax.virginia.gov/
http://yelp.com/
https://foursquare.com/
https://foursquare.com/

